
7 DRAFT NOVEMBER 30,  2009

Economic development: The Kentucky River is an economic asset that must be 
more fully utilized.

•	 Water is the attraction: Real estate overlooking water typically demands a 
certain price.

•	 Built for local residents: Riverfront improvements built for residents will 
attract tourists.

•	 Integration of public and private: Private enterprise such as restaurants, shops, 
and marinas should provide public river access.

•	 Mixed-use: Provide a mix of land uses in each building, special events spaces, 
year-round use, and public and private spaces.

•	 Housing: Promote downtown and riverfront activity long after state 
government workers have left.

•	 Eco-tourism: Provide riverfront education programs.

Environmental quality: The Kentucky River and its riverbanks are important 
riparian environments, and the Frankfort pool is the region’s source of drinking 
water.

•	 Work with nature: Initiate riverside improvements that adjust to rising and 
falling water levels and the occasional flood.

•	 Restore ecological functions: Restore riverside habitats; promote a diversity of 
native species.

•	 Improve water quality: Provide interpretive exhibits that explain Kentucky 
River Authority efforts on improving water quality.

•	 Natural areas: Even in urban areas and in urban parks, maintain 
unprogrammed space for natural habitat (e.g., Capital View Park). 

•	 Green building practices: Encourage green building practices and alternative 
energy production.

•	 Historic preservation: Maintain Frankfort history and character; attract 
tourism.

•	 Environmental education: Provide interpretive materials on environment and 
river history along the river and at KSU’s downtown campus and on-river 
science lab.

Best Practice: Passive and Active Recreation (Detroit Riverwalk)

Best Practice: Contact with Water
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Public Process: The Kentucky River is a shared community resource, and the 
community must be integrally involved in planning its future. This planning 
effort and future planning efforts should be based on the informed involvement 
of the public. The process should be open and transparent, with full discussion of 
alternative approaches. Not only will an inclusive process stimulate imaginative 
thinking and a willingness to take risks, but it will also cultivate a community sense 
of ownership and pride.

The recommendations in this plan exemplify these riverfront redevelopment best 
practices. As the community successfully implements this plan and rediscovers the 
river, the community should review and renew these principles as the plan is updated.

Best Practice: Natural habitat preservation

Best Practice: Historic preservation
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The development of the Kentucky Riverfront Development Plan was an inclusive 
community-based effort, led by the Riverfront Development Committee.

In October 2008, the JJR team met with approximately 130 riverfront stakeholders 
in small groups to understand the critical issues from a variety of perspectives. 
The stakeholders were identified by the Tourist and Convention Commission 
with guidance from JJR. The stakeholders represented a wide range of river and 
community interests:

The discussions were open, allowing participants to voice issues of greatest concern to 
them. Several common themes emerged:

•	 There are few opportunities for the public (other than boat owners) to access 
and interact with the river.

•	 Past flooding has created fear of the river’s seasonal behavior, resulting in 
floodwall construction and financial and regulatory obstacles for riverfront 
redevelopment.

•	 Old Lawrenceburg Road, the sand pit along Wilkinson Boulevard and vacant 
riverfront parcels need attention and a redevelopment vision.

•	 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
•	 Buffalo Trace Distillery
•	 Business Owners
•	 Capital Community Economic/

Industrial Development 
Authority 

•	 Chamber of Commerce
•	 City Commissioners and County 

Magistrates
•	 City and County Staff – 

Planning, Public Works
•	 Community Arts Leaders
•	 Downtown Events
•	 Education Community

•	 EnvisionFranklinCounty
•	 Kentucky Division of Historic 

Properties
•	 Kentucky Heritage Council
•	 Kentucky Legislators
•	 Kentucky River Authority
•	 Kentucky State University
•	 Neighborhood Associations
•	 Realtors and Developers
•	 Resource Committee
•	 River Users
•	 Riverfront Businesses
•	 Riverfront Development 

Committee

Riverfront Neighborhood Stakeholders

1.3 P R O J E C T  P R O C E S S

Bob Lanham

Section Highlights
•	 Over 130 stakeholders were interviewed in small groups.
•	 Over 80 residents presented ideas for riverfront revitalization 

in a community meeting.
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Community meeting participants reported their ideas back to 
the larger group.

•	 Locks and Dams 1-4 should be rehabilitated so that Ohio River boaters can 
visit Frankfort.

•	 River maintenance, such as removing snags, needs to more reliable to allow 
for improved boating conditions.

•	 Canoe/kayak rental is desired in the Frankfort pool.
•	 Riverbanks should be stabilized.
•	 More housing options are needed near the river.
•	 State government office workers are an untapped economic resource.
•	 The combined sanitary and stormwater sewer is a major water quality and 

infrastructure challenge.

A full summary of each stakeholder meeting is included in the Appendix.

Approximately 85 residents participated in a community meeting that occurred 
October 30 at 6:00 p.m. in the Capital Plaza Hotel ballroom. The JJR team 
presented a summary of the planning process, stakeholder input and preliminary 
community framework analyses. The participants were asked to divide into four 
smaller groups to brainstorm the riverfront’s biggest opportunities and constraints. 
After small group discussions, each group reported back to the larger group.

The community input ranged broadly, but popular topics included the following:
•	 Pedestrian/bicycle trails are needed throughout the community, and especially 

along the riverfront.
•	 Everyone needs access to the river, not just boat owners.
•	 Riverfront development should include housing and be recreation and 

entertainment oriented.
•	 The river should be dredged for boaters, and locks should be opened.
•	 The riverfront should be more highly programmed with activities.

All submitted comments from the community meeting are included in the Appendix. 

Stakeholders were free to discuss the issues that 
mattered the most to them.

Bob Lanham




